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A CASE OF PARASITE OF EXTERNAL MEATUS.
BY DK. HEMMEON,
Seattle.
ON April 29, 1910, a Polish labourer, who spoke little English,
presented himself. He carried a letter from a physician who had
seen him in the country, stating that the bearer was suffering from
an acute inflammation of the middle ear. Through an interpreter
the patient said that there was pain which had lasted three days.
No previous history obtainable. On examining the ear fresh blood
was first encountered in the meatus. This being wiped off, swiftly
crawling bodies were seen, which, on removal with forceps, presented
the appearance of fully developed grubs about three quarters of an
inch in length, white in colour, showing a bright red spot in the
alimentary canal, evidently blood drawn from the ear. It was not
possible to determine whether this blood was extracted from the
tympanic membrane or from the lining of the meatus. Although
the grubs moved swiftly they showed no disposition to leave the
meatus. No pus was found in the meatus, and the membrana
tympani was intact, though red. The meatal walls were red and
excoriated, but whether this was due to the foreign bodies or to a
previous eczematous condition it was not possible to tell. The patient
was not seen again. He was unclean in person, and there may
have been odorous natural secretion in the external meatus. At
the time of seeing him there was a sour, cheesy odour from the
ear. The grubs, two in number, were placed in a wide-mouthed
glass bottle lightly plugged with cotton. Five days later, after an
absence from home, an assistant pronounced the grubs " dead.'"' 1
found two smallish chrysalides in the bottom of the bottle about
three eighths of an inch in length. At the end of the eleventh day
a fly of the common " blue-bottle" type was hatched from one.
The other did not hatch, and when opened revealed a fully developed
dead fly.
